God is our Father — This truth carries tremendous potential.
The importance is not only in this term, but the fact that the
power of this relationship (father-child) is showcased here. The
fact that God gives Himself this name, this placement, in our lives
demonstrates the potential, the God-ordained power of this
relationship. Dads are truly irreplaceable, truly invaluable, truly at
the heart of God. He, to us, is what Dads are called to be to their
children — provider, protector, encourager, healer... We know,
however, that there are no perfect dads, as there are no perfect
people (that is why He alone is God) and that there are some
fathers who know not very much of what it means to really be
‘Father’. | want to offer encouragement to you, whether you are a
dad, whether you are a family without a dad fully present, or
whether you are still unsure of what Father really means — that
this Father’s Day, you would take time to search and pray for the
heart of our Father God. He is the One who can fill our every
need, the One who can overflow our hearts with love, and
Overwhelm our sin with grace. He is the One who can be
everlasting Father for your children. No matter our place in life,
no matter the state or shape or size of our family — we all need the
Father God to be our ‘dad’, our ‘Abba Father’, our everything. So
Happy Father’s Day to all the dads who give so much

to love, provide for, and pray for your children and

families! And may it be a Happy Father’s Day for us

all — as we are reminded of God’s great love for us!
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Go d %Verd for Parents

those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons
of God. For you did not receive a spirit that
makes you a slave again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we
cry, "Abba,Father." The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God's children.
[Romans 8:14-16]

At this age, we might usually react to being
called a &child 6 as an insult. But under God,
we get the privilege of being called His child;
we get to be free, to be dependent on Him,
to be under His guidance and grace.
awesome implication of this verse is that the
way we were, the way we are separate from
Him, is a &lave to fear @ Me aning that being
called His son is also the breaking of
bondage , and the abolishment of fear! How
amazing that as we move toward His grace,

and come under the leading of His Spirit, we
get to embrace H im as Father, a t the same
time let go of all fear.  That is an amazing
transformation and a beauti ful truth for us all!
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“Being a father is a continual ‘balancing act’ between
serving God, leading/loving our family and working
diligently to provide for our family. Sometimes it is
easy to lose perspective and hard to determine the
priorities that God would have us apply to our lives.
The bible provided instruction to the Israelites as they
entered the Promised Land that is very useful for
fathers: Love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that | give you today are to
be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. Deuteronomy 6:5-7” [MIKE WEISS]

| take great joy and pride in the gift of FatherhoodEvery time | see a newborn

| recall the birth of my children. Holding them for them for the first time so tiny
and cute, what pride and joyful feelings as wels some fear ana little shock.

| feel quite unfortunate that | do not get the opportunity to live full time with
them, seeing them every dayl think it has made ne cherish their time and little
personalities more when | do have them.The time moves so fast and they grow
so quick. Picking them up from school; watching them run to seme, gives me
butterfli es to my stomach sometimesWatching them participatein their sports
and programs, answering their inquisitivequestions. Experiencing their character
develop and just being a pari £ OE A E On séefnd thdt gou $natter to
them, and they matter to y ou helps me imagine and experience how God and
Jesus loves us andhis creation. | want to give them the very best, good
fun experiences They are worth every sacrifice and penny spent, prayer prayed,
moment shared. | am sureGod wants and feels the samier us. | cherish the gifts
[my children] that God has entrusted with me.[DEAN JUE]

“I have learned from the Bible and from my parents, that a dad is someone who always thinks the best, always trusts,
always hopes his beloved child will be after God's heart, always perseveres and prays fervently.” [STEPHEN LAM]
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"Being a dad is incredibly rewarding and satisfying, when your kids accomplish something they've never done before or when they just
come up and tell you they love you. It can also be challenging and frustrating at times, when you tell them to do something (or not do

something) for the millionth time and they just don't seem to listen. Regardless, you love them anyway. I've wondered sometimes if this
is just meant to give us some insight as to how God feels about us as His children.

He loves us regardles s." [KEITH VINCENT]



RECOMMENDED READING FOR:

DADS WITH SONS
KING ME: WHAT EVERY SON WANTS AND
NEEDS FROM HIS FATHER’ by Steve Farrar
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| You can be the father your son needs and wants
1 you to be é no matter what his age. Bestselling
1 author and mendés ministry
| goes back to the kings of the Old Testament to
I _dlscover timeless lessons that will prove
inval uabl esfatierst od a
: From these rich biblical ~ narratives
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Farrar lifts the principles and
inspiration you need to build your
son into the man God wants him
to be. With a rare honesty Farrar
shows you how to crown your son
king of his life by challenging him
to hono r and serve the King of
kings with character and courage. STEVE FARRAR
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just for fun =

Check out these websites for articles and ideas of
fun things to do with kids this summer!

Tips on how to make a tie-dye shirt, how to plant a garden,
printable colouring pages, how to make paper airplanes,
fun games to try and more. www.kidsturncentral.com/
summer/summer.htm (or just google ‘kids turn central
summer’)

Summer fun doesn’t have to be expensive! You can also
check out www.tourismvancouver.com and click on the
‘Family and Kids’ link for ideas for free or almost free
events and attractions!

Get out and get active, and spend time building
memories with your kids this summer!

KIDS :You can give help to HAITI

Your children are doing an amazing job so far
raising money for children in Haiti. We are collecting
R2ylFdA2ya F2N) GKS / KI N
where 40cents buys a meal for one of the 1,250 kids
they feed! ¢ 1 9, Q%9 ' [ w9! 5,  2800!
¢KFGQa 7hyRYBgQuat the end of
Junes a2 {SSL) dzLJ GKS 3ANBI
real difference together! www.haitiministries.com

If a book could
help change your
relationship with

your child — would
you take the time
to read it?

RECOMMENDED READING FOR:

DADS WITH DAUGHTERS
BRINING UP GIRLS: PRACTICAL
ADVICE AND ENCOURAGEMENT
FOR THOSE SHAPING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF WOMEN’ by James Dobson

Experts agree that there is no relationship for a girl

quite like that with her father. Bringing Up Girls  will
equip parents like you to face the challenges of
raising your daughters to become healthy, happy,

and successful women who overcome challenges
specific to girls and women today and who ultimately
excel in life.  With chapters — |
to help us better understand the
nature of girls, their world, their
challenges, and  encouragement <
for mothers and 06wl bringingup
ma t t & thi® book offers stories,
facts, encouragement and real life
help for parents who are shaping
the next generation of women.

Summer Fun with Broadway Kids!

OUR SUMMER FUN INFO PACKS are out, and
registration is open for all of our summer events!
We've got trips to Science World and the Zoo, Water
Wars at the Warehouse, our week-long VBS day camp, a
sleepover and Lazer Tag for Preteens, and more! Pick up
your information package at the Info Desk in the lobby, or
from your child’s Kids Church class. You can also get all the
info and forms at www.broadwaychurch.com/children.

*Register by the end of the month to save $ on VBS, and to
guarantee the right size of t-shirt for your child! You can
submit your registration form at the Automated Giving
Centre in the main lobby before or after the service on
Sunday, or you can submit a cheque to Broadway Church,
Memo: VBS registration. Phone or email for more info or
to inquire about sponsorships! Call Cheryl @ 604.253.2700

To volunteer as a chaperone for any of our events, please
contact us! You'll get in free to the event and lunch is included J

I f you are interested i mbyhd
writing articles, finding quotes or stories online, or helping with

editing O please email cherylm@hbroadwaychurch.com or call me at
the church during the week! 604.253.2700 Thanks so much :)



http://www.broadwaychurch.com/children
mailto:cherylm@broadwaychurch.com

